WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A security camera system comprising: 

an image pickup module which picks up an . 
image, generates a video signal, and outputs the video 
signal; 

a record module which records the video 
signal on a record medium; 

an image recognition module which detects a 
specific image from the video signal outputted by the 
image pickup module or the video signal read out from 
the record module; 

a user recognition module which recognizes a 
user who views an image generated from the video signal 
and outputs user information concerning the user; 

a processing module which receives the video 
signal outputted by the image pickup module or the 
video signal read out from the record module, processes 
part of the received video signal corresponding to the 
image detected by the image recognition module in a way 
varying depending on the user information, and outputs 
the processed video signal; and 

a display module which displays an image 
generated by the processed video signal outputted by 
the processing module. 

2. The security camera system according to claim 
1, further comprising: 

a level control module which receives the 
user information, generates processing level 



information indicating level of the processing 
corresponding to the user information, and outputs the 
processing level information, wherein: 

the processing module carries out the 
processing in a way varying depending on the processing 
level information . 

3. The security camera system according to claim 
1, wherein the processing module changes level of the 
processing depending on size of the image detected by 
the image recognition module. 

4. A monitoring system comprising: 

one or more monitoring cameras each of which 
picks up an image, generates a digital video signal, 
encodes and compresses the digital video signal, and 
outputs the coded video signal; 

a first network which communicates the coded 
video signals outputted by the monitoring cameras; 

a controller including: a buffer which stores 
the coded video signal received via the first network; 
a media control module which reads the coded video 
signal from the buffer and writes the signal to a 
storage medium, while reading the coded video signal 
from the storage medium and writing the signal to the 
buffer; and an I/F module which directly outputs the 
received coded video signal stored in the buffer or 
outputs the coded video signal written and read out 
from the storage medium to a second network; and 

a monitoring terminal module which receives 



the coded video signal via the second network, decodes 
and decompresses the coded video signal, and plays back 
the video signal, wherein: 

the controller is provided with: an image 
recognition module which detects an image of an object 
such as a person from the coded video signal; and a 
stream processing module which processes the image 
detected by the image recognition module on the coded 
video signal, and 

the monitoring terminal module is provided 
with a user recognition module which recognizes a user 
who uses the monitoring terminal module, and 

authority of the user is confirmed by the 
user recognition module and the user authority is 
informed to the controller via the second network, and 

the processing of the coded video signal is 
carried out depending on the user authority. 

5. The monitoring system according to claim 4, 
wherein: 

the user recognition module has a function of 
setting and recognizing a plurality of user authority 
levels, and 

the stream processing module switches the way 
of processing depending on the user authority level. 

6. The monitoring system according to claim 4, 
wherein: 

MPEG or JPEG is employed as algorithm for 
encoding the digital video signal, and 



- 20 - 

quantized DCT (Discrete Cosine Transform) 
coefficients are processed in the processing of the 
coded video signal. 

7. The monitoring system according to claim 4, 
wherein : 

the user authority recognized by the user 
recognition module is adjusted depending on size of the 
object detected by the image recognition module,, and 

the processing of the coded video signal is 
carried out depending on the adjusted user authority. 

8. A controller comprising: 

a first input module to which a video signal 
generated and outputted by an image pickup module is 
inputted; 

a record module which records the inputted 
video signal on a record medium; 

an image recognition module which detects a 
specific image from the inputted video signal or the 
video signal read out from the record module; 

a second input module which receives user 
information outputted by a user recognition module 
which recognizes a user who views an image generated 
from the video signal and outputs the user information 
concerning the user; 

a processing module which receives the 
inputted video signal or the video signal read out from 
the record module, processes part of the video signal 
corresponding to the image detected by the image 
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recognition module in a way varying depending on the 
user information; and 

an output module which outputs video 
information processed by the processing module. 
9. A monitoring terminal of a security camera 

system which comprises: the monitoring terminal; a 
camera module which outputs a video signal; and a 
controller which processes the video signal and outputs 
the processed video signal, the monitoring terminal 
receiving the processed video signal outputted by the 
controller and displaying an image on a monitor by the 
processed video signal, wherein the monitoring terminal 
comprises : 

a user recognition module which recognizes a 
user who views the image displayed on the monitor and 
outputs user information concerning the user; 

a transmission module which transmits the 
user information to the controller; 

a reception module which receives the 
processed video signal, obtained by the controller by 
processing specific part of the video signal outputted 
by the camera module in a way varying depending on the 
user information transmitted from the transmission 
module, from the controller; and 

an output module which outputs the received 
processed video signal to the monitor. 



